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precious to the Moslems as well as the Christians, and Egypt
would enter into treaties with the Latins for only a few years
at a time—the longest peace negotiated by Egypt with the
Christians was for eleven years. As soon as a treaty expired,
Egypt launched another attack, and the Christians realised
that the Moslems would never acquiesce in the Latin conquest
of the Holy City so long as they had in Egypt a vast reser-
voir which which hosts could be recruited by the cry that the
Christians polluted a city sacred to the Prophet. The
Crusaders twice came near to accomplishing their ambition
in Egypt. John of Brienne or St. Louis might have marched
as victors into Cairo had fate been a little kinder.
For the last fifty years, the Latins retained a kingdom in
the East, sadly shrunken though it was, only through the
tolerance and indifference of the Moslems. After the Third
Crusade, which recovered some of the lands taken by Saladin
in the years following the disastrous engagement at Hittin,
the Christians had hoped to win back further territory by
allying themselves with discontented Moslem princes. For
a time the policy proved successful. Saladin's three sons
and his brother Saphadin, among whom Egypt and Moslem
Syria were divided, were at war, and each claimant was
anxious to obtain Christian support. In the end, no open
alliance was made with any of them, but the Christians were
able to secure treaties which left them in possession of what
Coeur de Lion had won. In after years, the Latins were not
content merely with asking a price for their neutrality.
When the Templars and Hospitallers became powerful in
the land, they gave active support to some of the Moslem
rulers. The disadvantages of that course were evident. A
Moslem prince at war with a neighbouring ruler would
gladly promise concessions in return for Christian aid, but
as soon as the quarrel was settled, the ex-enemies showed
a tendency to combine against the Christians who had inter-
fered. Not for many years, however, did either the Temple

